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By CHRIS MEGERIAN, 
DAVID S. CLOUD AND 
DAVID WILLMAN 
Washington Bureau 


WASHINGTON — The 
investigation into Russian 
meddling in last year’s elec- 
tion spread to the White 
House for the first time 
Friday as President Donald 
Trump’s former national se- 
curity adviser, Michael 
Flynn, pleaded guilty to 
lying to the FBI about his 
contacts with the Russian 
ambassador and agreed to 
help investigators as they 
focus on other presidential 


Russia probe reaches Trump’s inner 
circle as ex-aide agrees to cooperate 


aides. 

US. District Court Judge 
Rudolph Contreras said the 
retired Army general had 
agreed to provide “substan- 
tial assistance for prose- 
cution of another person,” 
giving special counsel 
Robert Mueller a critical leg 
up as he pursues the case. 

The documents don’t 
identify who that person is. 
But a former official identi- 
fied Jared Kushner, the 
president’s son-in-law and 
senior adviser, as the “very 
senior member” of Trump’s 
transition team who di- 
rected Flynn to contact 
Russia’s envoy last year, 


according to the filings. The 
former official identified 
K.T. McFarland, who served 
as Flynn’s deputy in the 
White House, as the “senior 
member” of the team also 
cited in prosecution papers. 

According to court pa- 
pers, Flynn “willfully and 
knowingly” made “false, fic- 
titious and fraudulent” 
statements to FBI agents 
when they interviewed him 
at the White House on Jan. 
24, four days after Trump 
was inaugurated, as part of 
the investigation into 
whether any of the presi- 
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Michael Flynn, a former White House national security adviser, arrives at the federal court- 
house Friday in Washington. Flynn pleaded guilty to one count of lying to the FBI. 
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Nevest Coleman sheds a tear after prosecutors said they would not seek to retry him. 


‘You're free to go 


No retrial sought for 2 men after 23-year saga 
of imprisonment as DNA points to 3rd person 


By GREGORY PRATT 
Chicago Tribune 


Standing in front of the same 
judge who two decades ago sen- 
tenced them to life in prison for rape 
and murder, Nevest Coleman and 
Darryl Fulton listened Friday as 
prosecutors updated their case. 

Cook County Assistant State’s 
Attorney Eric Sussman said his 
office had reviewed all DNA testing 
in the case and would not seek a 
retrial for the men, who were 
released from prison last week. 

Families of the men applauded 
before being shushed by a sheriff’s 
officer. Judge Dennis Porter looked 
at Coleman and Fulton, informed 
them the charges were dropped, and 
said, “You're free to go.” 

With that, Coleman and Fulton’s 
23-year saga of imprisonment, 
which the men said was based on 
forced confessions, was over. 

While recent forensic testing was 
enough to free both men, prose- 
cutors said Friday it is not enough to 
pursue new charges in the case even 
though the evidence matches some- 
one in the national crime scene DNA 
database. 


“The sun is shining. It’s a beautiful 
day,’ said Darryl Fulton outside 
court Friday after charges were 
dropped against him in the 1994 
rape and murder case. 


“DNA detected on an article of 
clothing worn by the victim in this 
case matched the profile of an 
individual whose DNA profile was 


in the national CODIS database,” 
state’s attorney’s office spokesman 
Robert Foley said in a statement. 
“This evidence was considered in 
the State’s Attorney’s Office’s deci- 
sion not to retry Mr. Fulton or Mr. 
Coleman. However, the State’s At- 
torney’s Office has concluded that 
the available evidence, including the 
DNA evidence, is not sufficient to 
support a prosecution of any other 
individual for this crime.” 

Antwinica Bridgeman disap- 
peared in April 1994 after her 20th 
birthday celebration, and her body 
was found weeks later in the base- 
ment of the building where Cole- 
man lived in Chicago’s Englewood 
neighborhood. 

Semen from Bridgeman’s under- 
wear matches someone linked to at 
least three assaults, prosecutors 
have said previously. That person 
has not been publicly identified. 

Fulton, 50, and Coleman, 48, were 
released from prison last week after 
partial DNA testing indicated they 
might be innocent, but the possibil- 
ity of a retrial lingered until Friday’s 
decision. 


Turn to DNA, Page 2 


Cook County bids farewell to one 
of the shortest-lived taxes in state 
history, as the soda tax expired 

at midnight Thursday. Page 7 


Hawks place Crawford on injured list 


Goalie to miss at least week with undisclosed injury. Sports 


U2 targets 
dinosaur 
within on 
new album 
Tribune critic Greg Kot 
says band’s latest effort 


is an interesting mess. 
Review, Page 11 


Senate leaders 
confident they can 
pass their plan 


By Lisa MASCARO AND 
JIM PUZZANGHERA 
Washington Bureau 


WASHINGTON — Sen- 
ate Republicans, after a 
flurry of last-minute deals, 
appeared to have salvaged 
their tax plan Friday, 
putting Congress on track 
to deliver President Donald 
Trumps most significant 
first-year accomplishment. 

The package, opposed by 
Democrats as a give-away to 
the wealthy that will pile on 
the national debt, chal- 
lenges GOP orthodoxy 
against deficit spending. 
Even after accounting for 
future economic growth, 
the plan is estimated to add 
$1 trillion to the deficit over 
10 years, undercutting GOP 
promises that the tax cuts 
will pay for themselves. 

Still, only one Republi- 
can, Sen. Bob Corker of 
Tennessee, had publicly 
come out against the bill as 


GOP says it 
has the votes 
to pass tax bill 


the Senate prepared to vote. 
GOP leaders were confident 
they had enough support 
for passage. 

If passed, the bill would 
next need to be reconciled 
with a House-passed ver- 
sion, a process that leaders 
hope to complete as early as 
next week. 

Corker, retiring at the 
end of his term, said he 
would vote no after he was 
unable to convince col- 
leagues to install a mecha- 
nism to claw back some tax 
breaks in the future if they 
worsened the deficit. 

“I am disappointed,” Cor- 
ker said. “I wanted to get to 
yes. But at the end of the 
day, I am not able to cast 
aside my fiscal concerns 
and vote for legislation that 
I believe, based on the 
information I currently 
have, could deepen the debt 
burden on future genera- 
tions.” 

As recently as Friday 
morning, passage was un- 
certain after a tumultuous 
week that exposed deep 
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Sen. Mitch McConnell gives a thumbs-up as he and Direc- 
tor of Operations Stephanie Muchow head for the Senate. 


By SAMANTHA 
BOMKAMP 
Chicago Tribune 


Bitcoin futures are com- 
ing to Chicago’s two main 
financial exchanges, allow- 
ing investors to bet on price 
swings of the prevailing 
digital currency and provid- 
ing perhaps the biggest val- 
idation yet to a financial 
product that’s still largely 
unknown to the average 
consumer. 

The Chicago Mercantile 
Exchange and the CBOE 
Futures Exchange are the 


CBOE, CME to wade 
into bitcoin futures 


first traditional exchanges 
to wade into the cryptocur- 
rency market, lending legit- 
imacy to the digital asset 
even as regulators warn 
investors that they could be 
in for a bumpy ride. 

The move means in- 
vestors will be able to beton 
changes in bitcoin prices 
without actually buying bit- 
coin itself. Northwestern 
law professor John O. Mc- 
Ginnis called it a major 
moment in bitcoin’s climb 
“up the ladder of respect- 
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~> Tom Skilling’s forecast High55 Low35 


Chicago Weather Center: Complete 
forecast on back of Chicago Sports 
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